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[ABSTRACT]

‘Adopted Daughter’ Problem and Human
Trafficking in Colonial Joseon

Park, Jung-ae

The ‘adopted daughter system’ in Colonial Joseon was deeply
associated with laws, poverty issue, state-regulated prostitution, the
patriarchal system, and the attitude of governmental authorities.
However, the colonial government and press media simply perceived
this system as an ‘evil custom of Joseon that continued from the past,’
Although the international society and Japan began to consider the
human trafficking problem mediated by adopted daughters as a
structural problem and modern human rights problem in the 19th
century, ‘adopted daughters’ of Colonial Joseon were not brought into
this public sphere. After the war mobilization system was launched,
the colonial government perceived the adopted daughter issue as a
‘problem’ and established a ‘liberation’ policy to secure wartime labor
since 1939, Still, it did not actively aid ‘adopted daughters being
trafficked’ as much as it propagated to do, With the ‘liberation” policy
of the police, women were sent to war zones, and local Japanese
military and consulate authorities neglected the ‘adopted daughters
who were trafficked,” This process involved negligence amid

lawlessness, connivance of illegality, and confinement of human
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beings under the justification of legality.

Key words : Adopted daughter, human trafficking, suppression of traffic in
women and children by League of Nations, advance payment,
‘comfort women’ of Japanese military
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